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Sutter Independent Physicians 

Ancillary Services Policy Acknowledgement 
 

I. Ancillary Services.  Sutter Independent Physicians (SIP) has contracted with Sutter 

Medical Foundation (SMF) Laboratory and SMF Imaging to provide these services with the 

exception of certain CPT codes. Contracted physician offices that hold the appropriate CMS 

CLIA certificate, will be reimbursed for only the specified CPT codes listed within this policy, 

when provided in the physician’s office. 

 

II. Clinical Laboratory Improvement Amendments (CLIA) Certificate.  Sutter Physicians 

Alliance (SPA)/Sutter Independent Physicians (SIP) requires that all physician locations that 

provide laboratory services in office must have a Clinical Laboratory Improvement Amendments 

of 1988 (CLIA) Certificate.  There are four levels of CLIA certification, the Waiver being the 

lowest level, followed by the Provider Performed Microscopy Procedures (PPMP), Compliance 

and Accreditation levels.  Each certification level allows for different laboratory services to be 

provided in the office. 

  

CLIA requires that all entities that perform even one test, including a waived test on 

“materials derived from the human body for the purpose of providing information for diagnosis, 

prevention or treatment of any disease or impairment of, or the assessment of the health of human 

beings” meet certain Federal requirements.  If any entity performs tests for these purposes, it is 

considered under CLIA to be a laboratory and must register with the CLIA program.  CLIA 

certificates are specific to location.  A current certificate must be on file with the Sutter Medical 

Foundation Credentialing Department. Any tests performed without the appropriate CLIA 

certificate will be denied payment. 

 

III. Sanction Policy.  Sutter Independent Physicians (SIP) and Sutter Population Health 

Services (SPHS) track referrals to non-contracted labs, imaging and pathology groups. Warning 

letters are sent to the referring physician each time a non-contracted claim is paid.  SIP providers 

will not be sanctioned until the amount of non-contracted claims reaches a total of $500 or the 

providers has five or more warnings in a calendar year, whichever comes first.  If non-contracted 

claims exceed $500, the first sanction will only be for the amount over $500 and all non-contracted 

claims for the remaining of the year will be sanctioned. Warnings and sanctions are tracked for 

each calendar year.  The provider has 30 days to send the sanction amount to SPS.  If no payment 

is received, a deduction will be taken from the provider’s next payment. 

 

Please check the appropriate box: 

 

   No, my office(s) is/are not certified thru CLIA. 

  Yes, my office(s) is/are currently certified thru CLIA and copy(s) are attached of my 

certificate(s). 

  Pending, my office(s) is/are waiting for the CLIA certificate and a copy will be sent 

to SIP once received. 
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The following services are payable for PCPs who hold a CLIA Certificate of Waiver: 

80305 

80306 

80307  

81002 

81025 

82247  

82270 

 82962 

 83026 

83036 *Payable without CLIA certificate 

85013 

86580 *Payable without CLIA certificate 

 87426 

87804 

87880 

88720 

G0483 

 

The following services are payable for PCPs who hold a CLIA Certificate of PPMP in addition 

to the above codes: 

 87210 

  

 

PROFESSIONAL 

 

By signing below, you agree that you have read and understand the SIP Ancillary Policy.  In 

addition, it is the responsibility of the contracted physician to notify their staff of this policy. 

 

_________________________________________ 

(Print Physician Name) 

 

_________________________________________  __________________________ 

(Physician Signature)      (Date) 


