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Metastatic cancer 
The spread of metastasis may occur via the blood or the lymphatics or 
through both routes. The most common places for the metastases to 
occur are the lungs, liver, brain, and the bones Metastatic cancer has the 
same name as the primary cancer. For example, breast cancer that 
spreads to the lung is called metastatic breast cancer, not lung cancer.  

For many types of cancer, it is also called stage IV (4) cancer  

• growing into, or invading, nearby normal tissue 
• moving through the walls of nearby lymph nodes or blood vessels 
• traveling through the lymphatic system and bloodstream to other 

parts of the body 

Leukemia  
These malignancies are systemic with the malignant cells circulating 
through the lymphatic or hematopoietic systems. They do not 
metastasis in the same way as solid tumors. 

 
Leukemias are cancers that start in cells that would normally develop 
into different types of blood cells. Most often, leukemia starts in early 
forms of white blood cells, but some leukemias start in other blood cell 
types. 
Leukemia classifications: Leukemia is grouped by how fast it develops 
and gets worse, and by which type of blood cell is involved. The first 
group, how fast it develops, is divided into acute and chronic leukemia. 

• Acute leukemia happens when most of the abnormal blood cells don’t 
mature and can’t carry out normal functions. It can get bad very fast. 

• Chronic leukemia happens when there are some immature cells, but 
others are normal and can work the way they should. It gets bad more 
slowly than acute forms do. 

 

The four main types of leukemia are:  
• Acute lymphocytic leukemia (ALL). This is the most common form 

of childhood leukemia. It can spread to your lymph nodes and central 
nervous system. 
 

• Acute myelogenous leukemia (AML). This is the second most 
common form of childhood leukemia and one of the most common 
forms for adults. 

 
• Chronic lymphocytic leukemia (CLL). This is the other most common 

form of adult leukemia. Some kinds of CLL will be stable for years and 
won’t need treatment. But with others, your body isn’t able to create 
normal blood cells, and you’ll need treatment. 
 

• Chronic myelogenous leukemia (CML). With this form, you might not 
have noticeable symptoms. You might not be diagnosed with it until 
you have a routine blood test. People 65 and older have a higher risk 
of this type. 

 

Documentation and Coding Tips: 
• Medical record documentation dictates diagnosis code assignment(s) 

 

• Verify that the cancer is active and not a history of cancer.  If the cancer is 
still undergoing treatment, it would be coded as active cancer  
 

• If the cancer has been removed and there is NED and the PT is not on 
treatment, history of cancer would be coded. 
 

• When the diagnostic statement indicates “metastatic to,” this means that 
the site mentioned is secondary. 
 

• The statement “metastatic from” indicates that the site mentioned is the 
primary site and the coder should confirm whether that malignancy still 
exists or is a history. 
 

• If two or more sites are documented as “metastatic,” each of the 
designated sites should be coded as secondary code 
 

 

• Remember when coding Leukemia, the following applies:  
 

Acuity   Acute  Chronic 
Type  Acute lymphoblastic 

 Chronic lymphocytic 
 Hairy cell 
 Adult T cell 

Status   Not having achieved 
 remission  

 In relapse  
 In remission 

  
 

 

MEAT Example 

Monitor 
• Symptoms  
• Disease progression/regression 

• Ordering of tests  
• Referencing labs or other tests 

Example: Reviewed pathology report, PT has Mets to kidney. 
Evaluate 
• Test results  
• Medication effectiveness 

• Response to treatment 
• Physical exam findings 

Example:  Patient is responding well to chemo for her metastatic lung 
cancer. 
Assess/Address 
• Discussion, review records 
• Counseling 

• Acknowledging 
• Documenting status/level of 

condition 
Example: I discussed the importance to follow up with oncology for the  
patient’s Acute leukemia. 
Treat 
• Prescribing/continuation of 

medications 
• Surgical/other therapeutic 

interventions 

• Referral to specialist for 
treatment/consultation 

• Plan for management of condition 

Example:   
Patient agrees to start chemo for her Mets breast cancer.  
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