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What is lymphoma  
Lymphoma is a cancer that begins in lymphocytes, the infection-fighting cells 
of the immune system. Lymphocytes develop in the bone marrow. Once 
developed, they can be found throughout the body – in the lymph nodes, 
lymph vessels, spleen, thymus, tonsils, and bone marrow. With lymphoma, 
lymphocytes change and grow out of control. As these cells are found 
throughout the body, lymphoma can begin almost anywhere. 

 
The types of lymphoma  
Hodgkin's lymphoma – 
• Hodgkin lymphoma (Hodgkin disease) is a cancer that starts in white 

blood cells called lymphocytes. Lymphocytes are part of the body’s 
immune system. 

• Cancer of the blood and bone marrow that affects lymphatic system; 
Lymphoma cells grow and form masses, usually in the lymph nodes; 
six varieties of Hodgkin lymphoma 

Non-Hodgkin lymphomas –  
• White blood cells called lymphocytes grow abnormally and can form 

growths (tumors) throughout the body. 
• Non-Hodgkin's lymphoma is a general category of lymphoma. There 

are many subtypes that fall in this category. Diffuse large B-cell 
lymphoma and follicular lymphoma are the most common subtypes.  

• Affects the lymphatic system; in some cases NHL involves bone marrow 
and blood 

• Starts with an abnormal change in a white cell in a lymph node 
(lymphocyte); the abnormal lymphocytes accumulate and form masses  

Cutaneous B-cell lymphoma is a rare type of cancer that begins in the white 
blood cells and attacks the skin. Cutaneous B-cell lymphoma begins in the B 
cells — one type of disease-fighting white blood cells called lymphocytes. 
The types of cutaneous B-cell lymphoma include: 
• Primary cutaneous follicle center lymphoma 
• Primary cutaneous marginal zone B-cell lymphoma 
• Primary cutaneous diffuse large B-cell lymphoma, leg type 
• Intravascular diffuse large B-cell lymphoma 
Cutaneous T-cell lymphoma (CTCL) is a rare type of cancer that begins in 
white blood cells called T cells (T lymphocytes). These cells normally help 
your body's germ-fighting immune system. In cutaneous T-cell lymphoma, 
the T cells develop abnormalities that make them attack the skin. Cutaneous 
T-cell lymphoma is one of several types of lymphoma collectively called non-
Hodgkin's lymphoma 

 

Documentation and Coding Tips: 
Lymphomas are classified to ICD-10-CM diagnosis code categories C81–C88 
and requires more specificity with documentation. 
• Code by: 

o Type of lymphoma (Hodgkin, Non-Hodgkin, Follicular, Non-
follicular, Mantle Cell)  

o Location (node or organ)  
o Status of disease:  Active treatment; In Remission; No clinical 

evidence 

• In Remission – Patients who are in remission are still considered 
to have lymphoma and should be assigned the appropriate 
code from categories C81–C88. (Lymphoma – Guidelines, 
Coding Clinic, Second Quarter 1992, Page: 3)  
 

Proper documentation of lymphoma is important and necessary for 
correct code assignment. Thorough and accurate documentation is 
evidence that appropriate care was provided and that it was medically 
necessary. Clinical documentation should always support the ICD-10-
CM code. 

Involvement of multiple sites  
Lymphomas are systemic diseases that do not metastasize in the same 
way that solid tumors do. No matter how many sites are involved, a 
lymphoma is not considered metastatic and should be coded to 
categories C81–C88. A fifth digit of “8” may be used to indicate 
involvement of multiple lymph nodes. “9” may be used to indicate 
extra nodal and solid organ sites. 
 
Lymphomas vs. metastatic cancer to the lymph nodes Documentation 
must be clear. You must be able to differentiate between lymphomas 
and solid tumors that metastasize to the lymph nodes. Lymphomas 
originate in the lymphatic system. For example, a cancer that started 
in the breast and has metastasized to the axillary lymph nodes is not a 
lymphoma. 
 

 

MEAT Example 

Monitor 
• Symptoms  
• Disease 

progression/regression 

• Ordering of tests  
• Referencing labs or other tests 

Example: Reviewed pathology report, PT has. NHL 
Evaluate 
• Test results  
• Medication effectiveness 

• Response to treatment 
• Physical exam findings 

Example:  Patient is responding well to chemo for Lymphoma. 

Assess/Address 
• Discussion, review records 
• Counseling 

• Acknowledging 
• Documenting status/level  

condition 
Example: I discussed the importance to follow up with oncology for 
the patients CTCL 
Treat 
• Prescribing/continuation of 

medications 
• Surgical/other therapeutic 

interventions 

• Referral to specialist for 
treatment/consultation 

• Plan for management of  
condition 

Example:   
Patient agrees to start chemo for her Lymphoma 
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